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Based on the National Writing Project’s 

core belief that teachers of writing must

themselves be writers, the Graduate Certificate in

the Teaching of Writing brings together pedagogy,

composition theory, and writing practice. The 

program jointly housed in the department of

English and the Division of Teaching and Learning,

prepares teachers at all levels (K-12, college, adult)

to use writing as a means of improving student

learning. The program provides opportunities for

teachers to write, revise, share feedback, reflect on

their own writing and the teaching of writing and

develop leadership skills.

Upon completion of the Graduate Certificate in the

Teaching of Writing, participants will be able to:

n Understand the writing process as it translates to the

teaching of writing in many genres and contexts

n Develop and/or complete writing assignments which

demonstrate that writing can be used as a tool for 

learning and critical inquiry

n Know how to use computer technology to effectively

enhance writing and learning

n Create a personal philosophy of writing that leads to

consistency in practice when teaching, assigning,

responding to, and assessing writing

n Join a professional community of teachers who reflect on

their own teaching and their own writing.

n Fulfill leadership roles in collaborative teaching projects,

curriculum design, and professional development 

offerings related to improved literacy instruction
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Courses Required: 18 credits
The core courses for the Graduate Certificate 
include 12 credits:

ENG/TCH ED 6880: The Gateway Writing

Project Summer Invitational Institute (6 credits)

This five-week writing workshop, plus a pre-institute

meeting and three follow up sessions, brings together

teachers as they prepare to assume leadership roles

that promote good writing in their own schools.

Participants will write revise and publish their own

writing. Additionally, they will study current theory

and research; and share classroom expertise.

ENG 4850/TCH ED 5850: Topics in Teaching

Writing—Teaching Writing with Technology 

(3 credits)

Participants will explore how digital tools are 

changing the nature of teaching. They will learn

how to design research-tested writing assignments

that encourage collaboration with peers, experts and

others by using technology to compile, synthesize,

produce, and disseminate information, models, and

other creative works such as digital compositions

and storytelling. They will write, design, and 

publish their own Web site to sustain their own 

digital community of learners. In essence, they will

learn to navigate teaching in the digital world.

Suggested certificate electives applicable to the MA

in English with composition emphasis include:
ENG 5840 Theories of Composition

ENG 5860 Writing/Reading Theory

ENG 5870 Composition Research

ENG 5890 Teaching College Writing

ENG 5800 Modern Linguistics

Suggested certificate electives applicable 

to the M. ED in Elementary or Secondary

Education include:
EL ED 6430 Problems with Teaching 

Language Arts

EL ED 6432 Research in Language Arts

EL ED 6482 Problems & Research in 
Elementary reading

SEC ED 6430 Problems of Teaching English in 
Secondary School

ED REM 6714 Action Research

Courses in adult and higher education may also be approved.

TCH ED 6890: Seminar in Professional Writing 

for Teachers—Advanced Institute (3 credits)

The capstone course is designed for participants to develop

the dual roles of writer and writing teacher. Although the

course will work with both types of professional 

writing, each participant will choose one of two emphases:

1) research writing growing out of classroom inquiry into

an issue of teaching of writing; 2) expository or creative

writing growing out of an inquiry into his/her own 

evolution as a write. At the heart of both projects is a 

study of what is involved in becoming a writer.

The Graduate Certificate is an 18-hour program offered

through the Gateway Writing Project at the University of

Missouri-St. Louis; it may be coordinated with other

graduate programs. Certificate courses may be applicable

to the MA in English with emphasis in composition or 

to various M. Ed. programs. The GWP certificate is 

especially appropriate for post master’s degree candidates

who wish to pursue a specialization in teaching writing.

The Certificate requires a minimum of 12 semester hours 

at the 5000 level or above.

Admissions Process

Applicants must be admitted to the University of Missouri-St. Louis Graduate School and by the faculty

admissions committee for the GWP certificate. The committee will review candidates on the basis of an

interview, application essays, and supporting documentation. Criteria include experience teaching 

writing at any level or content area.

Questions?  Contact Diane Scollay, GWP Director, at 314. 516. 5578 or 
by e-mail at dsgateway@umsl.edu.
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